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the firſt publication of the 
* Poems, the original mariuſeript 
* lay: at his ſhop, for the 1 
tion of the: curious.” 

(signed) T. Beers x? 
Wat © ©. 
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e MS. was never ſeer by 

any perſon, Why was it not left 

there. at the time the advertiſe- 

ment was publiſhed ?- The reaſon 

is plain—as he had no MS: of the 

poems, he was afraid that ſome 
Iriſh gentleman might. infpect it, 
and find, in place of Offiani's 
poetry, the genealogy of his own 
family; and | his relation with 
ſome one of the monarchs of 
Ireland. For it is very ell 
known, that the Earſe' dale! of 

- the Galic was never written nor 
printed, until Mr. Macfarlane, 
hs Zo _ {#$6-- Jo 
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late miniſter of Killinvit brd 


ſhire, publiſned, in 1954, 
tranſlation of Baxter's Call 10 4 


"ririconverted. Since his time there 


have been ſome ſongs and books 


This I can ea- 


of piety printed. 


fily prove, 'becauſe no Earſe MS. 


ever was or can be produced: 


and although the Pfalms of 


David, and C >nfeffion' of Paith, ; 
have been tranſlated into Galic, | 
it is well known that it is neither 
the Earſe ſpelling nor dialect, but 
written in the Iriſh. Galic; and 


therefore not every where _ 
| 2 * 
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| Highlands well enough under- 


ſtood, although ſung in churches. 8 
1. was firſt publiſhed in 1694, 
and was verſificd by ihe ſynod of 

Argyle: but the beſt-executed 


palms are allowed to be done by 
the Romiſh clergy of the north of 
Ireland. Indeed I am apt to 
think the whole have; for the 
: monkiſh clergy. of Ireland had a 
variety of | verſions compoſed very 
early ; | beſides the Preſbyterian 
clergy, in theſe early periods of 
the Reformation, were far from 
being learned; for, on account 
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unſettled ſtate of the church, 
and parting with; all eceleſiaſtical 
revenues, and from the ſcareity 
of paſtors, hands were ſuddenly 
laid on thoſe who could aſſume an 


aſperity of manners, or pretend; 


to ſpiritual influenges.. 4 47 
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Lieut. Col: Vallancey, in his 
Grammar of the Iriſh, ſays, Mr. 


: Macpherſon, in his poem of Te- 


mora, p. 184, has given us a few 


lines of the original in Earſe ; be 


words, he tells us, are not; after 
C3 the 
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of the troubles of the times, the | 
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: the Iriſh manner, briſtled over with 
h unneceſſary  quieſeent conſonants, ſo 
- difagreeable to the ze, and which 
rather embarraſs than affift the 
reader. It is difficult to under- 
ſtand Mr. Macpherſon's meaning 
in this paſlage, unleſs he intends 
it as an apology. for the iis 
of ſome radical Celtic conſonants, 
which have ever been a ſtumbling 
| block to the modern Scots. How- 
ever, in oontradiction to this flou- 
riſn, Mr. Macpherſon has intro- 
dueed no leſs than twenty aſpi- 
rated-confonants, with the hiatus 
he 


he annexed to them, in the firſt 
twelve lines he has favoured us 
with of the original poem. The 
reader will judge whether choille 
Earſe collle T-i/h, thairis''Earfs, - 
or-taitis 27/8, iulluir-huil Earſe, 
or fidlair-&vil Vid, do moſt em- 
barraſs the Celtic render; 13 to 
all others, it is of no ce 
how theſewords are written. The 
corruption öf the Celtie in this 
example is worthy of notice, and 
in my opinion is a ſtrong proof of 


the novelty of this poem; or, if 
it be ancient, it is a prbof of the 
84 unlettered 
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unlettered ignorance of the an- 


cient Gallie Scots. In line 4, illuir-: 
huil, i. e. eagle · eyed, ſhould have 

been fiolair-s uil, or, in the Earſe 
manner, Fhiallair-ſhuil, &0., The 
word has been corrupted i into jolag, 
both in Fast Wan Pat ner, 
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Macpherſon Ne to 5 WY 
lation of che Galic, pſalms,; by the 
ſynod of Argyle, begun in 1 659, Þ 
and publiſhed at. Glaſgow 17653 
in pſalm 103, v. f he will find 
this line: 


Nu On n nan Nan 3 
which 


1 33 1 


which corrects the faul t in the ee 
line of the . of Temora. 


Mar 2 greine nan Herr. 


Again, phil x xi. * 
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If we were to criticiſe on every 
corrupt word j in the twelve lines 
before us, it would require many 
pages; we ſhall there fore defer 
that until we are favoured with a. 


ſight of the original.” 
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nan] - 
of ſo much knowledge in Celtic 
learning as Col. Vallancey poſſeſſ- 


eth, is another argument to con- 
firm me in what I always believed, 
that the ſpecimen given by Mr. 
Macpherſon is his own tranſlation 
from the original Engliſh. And [ 
can eafily prove that theſe lines 
have never been known to any 
Highlander in Scotland, before he 
publiſhed them; but to my certain 
knowledge, within theſe fewyears, 
an illiterate porter, or cady of 
Edinburgh, has got them by heart, 
being 
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being frequently read to him by a 
gentleman zealous to ſupport we 
impoſture. This gentleman is 
himſelf an ingenious tranſlator, of 
whom J ſhall have occaſion to 
make mention hereaſter. If Mr. 
Macpherſon ever intends to publiſh 


"8 Galic verſion, he would do well 
to attend to the true orthography 
of the old Galic, eſpecially if he 
wiſhes to continue the impoſture, : 
Many of the Scots agree with the 
Colonel's obſervation. Profeſſor 
Macleod, of Glaſ; gow, in a letter 


to me, begged « that in my Gram- 


mar 


'F 36: J 
mar of that language, 1 ſhould not 


throw away the radical conſonants, _ 
nor apply the powers of the letters 
in Engliſh to Galic writing, as Mr. 
Macpherſon did in the f pecimens; 
he gave us of ee E 23 
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Is this ſituation the matter has | 
been left by the Editor, to be con- 
troverted between the Scotch and 
Engliſh. Unfortunately, | 44 
ever, for the cauſe of the advo- 
cates for the authenticity, the moſt 
ſenſible, diſintereſted, and conſi- | 
derable part of the Scotch, have 


declared 


| 
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declared their doubts. The filence?? = || 


| thing to ſay; was abſurd and un- 
grateful, both to his country and 5 
thoſe gentlemen Who ſupported 
and ſuggeſted to him the original 
plan. Dr. Blair, of all men, has 
the greateſt reaſon to be diſpleaſed, 
who has been impoſed on, and led 
to write in defence of a forgerj. 


But although the author 
would produce no ſort d of evi- 


dence, individuals made it a nati- 


onal cauſe; and ſeveral books 
| | 7 have; | 


* 
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have been publiſhed to eftabliſh as 
genuine, what they themſelves , 
ſooretly difbelieved, never | fow,. 
and of which chey know nothing, 
excopting/- ſome of the names 
which are-current in the fables of ; 
the 8 8 080 


1 als with to be able to re- 
duce{this little treatiſe to method, 
- and to advert to all the authors 
who have attempted to f upport 
3 the authenticity feverally ; ; but as 
they uſe the ſame arguments, en- 
E ly-differing in degree, theſe 1 will 
diſprove in order as they occur. 
As 
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As Dr. Blair's Diſſertation was 
the firſt publication on the ſubject + 
| andthe only one that has offered 
facts, I hall begin wich it. I have 
nothing to ſay of the merit or de- 
merit of the criticiſm, becauſe 
that will be the ſame, whether 
genuine or falſe; but I Will brief 
ly advert to whatever he has ſaid, 
to prove the poems the compoſiti- 
on of Oſſian. 


To prove them by internal evi- 
dence, the Doctor ſays, „ In their 
« battles, it is evident chat drum, ||| 

| * trumpets, 
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as well as the Doctor, that drums 
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*. trumpets, and bagpipes were 
not known nor uſed,” I believe, 


3 


are modern, and that bagpipes are 
not very ancient; and Mr. Mac- 


pherſon would take care to intro- 
duce none of theſe. But trumpets 
were both known and uſed; and 
the author knowing a . trumpet to 


be the moſt ancient, makes uſe of 


it, and commonly calls it the 


War-horn of Fingal. In this par- 
ticular the Doctor's argument ei- 
ther falls, or militates againſt it- 


ſelf.— Even a mountain, the 


ſea, 


$54 


2 TW: 1 
ſea, or a lake, when Oſſian has 
oecaſion dy: mention them,” 
ſays the Doctor, © though only in 

a ſimile, are for the moſt part. 
Cromla, the form of the ſea of 
Malmor, or the reeds. of the lake 
of Lego“ The author ſurely: 
would not be ſo uncircumſpect as 

to uſe the name of Parnaſſus, 
Scylla, and Charybdis, or the reeds. 
of the Red Sea. This is no more 
than what every poet, and in eve- 
ry country, has done; and this 42 
ternal evidence proves nothing, 
66 To 
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barbarity; there ſhould have ure 
 inthiat country a poet of ſueh ex- 
_ quiſite genius, and of fuch deep 
; Knowledge of mankind, and of 


feited antiquity through ſuch 'a 


[ * ] 


To ſuppoſe that two or three 


hundred years ago, when we well 


know the Highlands to have been 
in 4, flate "of groſs ignorance and 


hiftory,] as to diveſt himſelf of che 


ideas and manners öf his/ownt age, 


and to give us a juſt and haturgl 
picture of a Nate of ſociety : 

enter by a thouſand years; one 
who could ſupport this oounter- 


large 


— "as 
7 


large collection of poems, without 
the leaſt inconſiſteney; and who, 
poſſeſſed of all this genius and art, 
had at the ſame time the ſelf. de- 
nial of concealing himſelf, ander 
aſcribing his own works to an an- 
tiquated bard, without the impoſ- 
ture being detected; is a ſuppoſi- | 
tion that xranſcends all bounds * 
— * "©2101 ent. obne 

In this ſentence 1 think the 
Doctor has juſt reaſon to appre- 
hend the virulent. reſentment of 
Me. Mabniool, and his-embelliſh- : 
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Er, for a compliment more groſs 


than any that came from Dr. John- 


ſqn. 1th Highlands well known to 
have been in a ſtate of groſs igno- 


rance and barbarity !'' Mr. Mac- 


nicol will not allow that the 


Highlands was eyer in a ſtate ei- 
ther of © ignorance or barbarity; 
nor indeed do I ſee any reaſon the 
Doctor has favoured us with, why 
we ſhould conclude the Highlands | 


was in greater barbarity in the 
15th than in the ad century, or 
why there ſhould not be as good 


an Offian in one age as in ano- 
ther. 
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der. As for the ſelf-dertial of the 


author, it was only for a year or 


two, in order to ſell as many edi- 
tions as poſſible; for he well knew 
that they would loſe a great part 
of their merit, ſo ſoon as it was 
known they were modern. But 
now that the palate of tho public 


is ſated, that he has got the copy 
ſold, and the money in his pocket, 


he allows the zeal of his country 
to attempt eſtabliſhing what he 
neither ae nor can himſelf 

rot if ND n N D hut oh 


—ñ— —öâ — — 


„„ 
Agother cireumſlance,”. ſays 
the Doctor, © is the abſence of 
religious ideas” —Offian has a my- 
thology: The author knew that 
was neceſſary to conſtitute an epic 
ö poem; and genuine hiſtory in- 
| ſtructing him when the Chriſtian 
religioꝶ was introduced into Ire- 
| land and Scotland, it was natural 
| to ſuppoſe he would, as much as 
poffible, avoid any alluſions to it. 
In this, however, he has oftener 
than once failed ; for in Temora 
we find the Chriſtian expreſſions, 
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25 POP to thy ſoul,” © bleſt be-* 
72 ce thy 
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« thy ful But the religion of 
that æra was not what Mr. Mac- 
pherſon tells us.—His mythology 
he has raiſed entirely on the ſuper- 
ſtition of the ſecond fight, heigh- 
tened by poetry, and the ſtories of 
ghofts j apparitions, c. fo com- 
mon in . the fifteenth century; 
whith he affecte ſo. much to tes 
ſpiſe; but to which, however, he 
is indebted for all the materials he 
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be other great ſpirits to which 
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nothing leſs nor more than the 
common Highland idea of the De- 
vil, Who is believed to raiſe every 
ſtorm, and go abroad with it. 
All theſe notions are ſtill prevalent 
in the mountains, and a proper 
part of a mythology. In ſhort, 
the whole machinery is nothing 
but the ſuperſtition of the High- 
lands, poetically embelliſhed: 
e t c it 
The ſpirit of Loda is ingeniouſ- 
ly tranſlated from Ireland into a 
Scandinavian god, taken from a 
tale called Muirarlach nor o Laid- 
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haps. knowing that Lardbar was 


it to Loda, and calls it a part 
of Scandinavia. The tale makes 


Muirarlach a ſort of monſter, and 


ſo netimes a-knight-errant engag- 


Erin. It afforded, however,:to,an 
author, a good hint; and Mr. 
a Macpherſon accordingly conjuted 
it ta the ſpirit of Loda. This tale 


This day.—Alluſions to clans for 
; Vow, Wh Þ the 
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the Iriſh name of | Leinſter, turns 


ing a windmill, and then a giant, 
flriding from hill: to hill» acroſs 


is common in the Highlands to 
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-the ſame OTE common wy 
ſtanding would teach to avoid- t. 

An objection, which has heen 
Ae al . n n go Jof 


os and the 1. were natives of 
this iſland, in thoſe early days, 
yet neither is ever mentioned 
by this fictitious Oſſian. The 
moſt modern epic ſongs, and 
: thoſe il % NM lans of the 1 5th 
century, — modern Offian calls 
them, abound with ſimiles of this 
3 ſort: and a hero is frequently 
: compared to (a wolf or | bear.” | 


0 


for by all travellers, and from 


P 
This is a reaſonable and juſt 


objection, of which the author 


was not aware. —We, can f fuppoſe | 


no period of ſociety, when cos, 


ſheep, and goats were not known ; 


every hiſtory, it appears that 
brutes did propagate much faſter 
than mankind; and wherever the 
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human ſpecies: have been, found, 12 
there alſo quadrupeds | exiſted. 
Yet Mr. Macpherſon, in order 3 
Nah the, great en of his 
poems, in a note, p. 380, vol. 1. 


introduces a ſhort poem, with mo- 
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Term | and impor 1 dete to 
goats and herds, cows ſeeking el. 


Ter, and ſhepherds OE: 115 | 
their flocks. ee e bolt be 

; 8 Blair very ingeniouſly takes 
advantage of this circumſtance, it in 
Bis Diſſertation, p. p. KEE j and, Con- 
trary to other critics, "thinks it 
very unpoetical to introduce ſheep, 
cos, and goats, whilſt he de- 
Lights in the deſcription of Cu- 
chullin's chariot, the children 
of the Rein!“ Why might not 


vows, goats, and ſheep live on the 


1 


mountains 
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| moun tains of Scotland, ak the 
plains of Erin, as well as the 
1 children of the Rein, or the 
deer? Was there any thing in the 


ſoil or climate to refuſe ſuſtenance 


to thoſe animals, any more than, 
to borſes? Do, not, ll theſs live 
together at this day? The : biſon, 
a ſpecies of wild cow, the pecu- 
liar native of the foreſts and 
mountains of Scotland. although 
now extinct, was certainly com- 
mon in thoſe days; yet no menti- 


on is made of it. Hunting the 
wild boar is often mentioned in the _ 


; D 3 few- 
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FR eg, of ancient poetry that 


ſtill remain; which Mr. Macpher- 


fon makes little of, becauſe, ac- 


cording to his account, they 


want age,” being the compoſition 
of the 1 Sth century ; although the 


genuine Offian knew nothing of 
it; unleſs indeed we ſuppoſe that 
brutes did not ri g ſo faſt in 


the firſt ages as man; The con- : 


trary is true. —It were too much 
to ſuppoſe that the author could 
be ſo happy as to ſucceed in every 
thing, and make the deception 
compleat. In an impoſture, a 


man 


— — er 
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man cannot. + ſhot every avenue to 
detection. 4 However, it has ſuc- 
ceeded far enough a variety of 
editions have been ſold ; and the 


author has acquired credit by-his 


ingenuity. — That was the great 


deſideratum. I, however, envy 


Abi | 
0 ! grant. me . fame, or 
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By many it hath been ſaid, that 


5 the ſimiles of Oſſian are taken 


from ſo remote a period. of ſocie- 
D 4 ty, 
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0 ty, as to be a joy proof of the . 


antiquity of the poem. 1 grant 


the ſimiles in general are from na- 


ture. And fund Becauſe the 


474 


alina at this "A and'its inhabi- 


tants, are in ſome. degree but 


Thither the author wes to ſee the 


face of the country, and the ap- 


pearances of nature; beſides that 


he Was born and lived lang in the 


| monty ns and les," Hence 


that ſcriouſneſs which pervades the 


| whole, and which is familiar to 


: 


every 


. 


Fo 1 


y Highlander; „ and is one 
ee reaſon why every one of 
them i is ſo ready to believe the po- 
ems authentic. Any Engliſhman 
may go down, and ſee theſe phe». 
nomena in the elements and face 
of the country; of which de may 
lay up a number, and write; when 
he | comes: hame, poetry, of the 
ſame nature, Tin indeed, has al- 
ready been done at home; — 


the trouble of travelling 


1 1 1 I cron 
that. country three years ago, to 
D 5 have 
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have fat down on à hill; and, 
the ſcene being favourable, in a ' 
poetic | mood, T. jingled : together 
upon paper, with ſuitable invent- 
ed Galic names, the epithets of 
| blue-eyed; | meek-eyed, | mildly- 
looking, white-boſomed, dark- 
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brown locks, noble, generous, va- 
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liant, tears, ſpears, darts, hearts, 


harts, quivers, bows, arrows, hel- 
mets, ſteel, ſtreams, torrents, noble 
deeds, other times, bards, chiefs, 
forms, ſongs, &c. and produced 
a Mitte pbeln; which reads pretty 
ſmoothly; and, if I had a mind 
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to 


to ali it it, it e no aut 

| cult ma tter to perſuade ſome peo- 

ple I had tranſlated it from the 
Galie: for I might tranſlate a ſtan- 

| 2a Of it into Earſe, ſhew it to the 1 


inquiſitive, and ſay I had the reſt 
by me; after which they would 
never enquire... ; | 
1 jo... ewe ” 2-294 "Hae 
In this manner acolle&ion. hath. 
been made up and publiſhed at 
Edinburgh, three years ago, by an 
ingenious tran/lator, Mr. Clarke, 
entitled The Caledonian Bards. 
It has been reviewed at London, 
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the genuineneſs of Fingal. Mr. 


Clarke, when [ charged Him with . 


it, confeſſed that it was entirely 


made up. one of the poems of 


that collection is | happily ſet off. 
with the title of The Words of - 
N oe. The author told me, all he 


had for the ground-work of it 


was, a ſong called | Jurram na 
truaidbe, compoſed on a late y 
£ emigration of the Highlanders to 
America. In the ſame manner 
the reſt of the collection was 
made up. It, however, wack 


Mr. 
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Mr. Clarke's ingenuity credit; al- 
though N in general, for the honour > 
© of his country, he alfo wiſhes to 
| carry on the fraud of _ 15 
If che e would: contribute to 
purchaſe Uberally, there id no 
knowing what number of poema 
we might be favoured with from 
the Earſe But, unfortunately," 


it the public taſte in this way, ſeems 
news be fed. 


4 The time of my departure is 

1 - nigh,” is a ſentence of 'Offian : 

| Did not the author of it read the 
Scriptures ? 


—_—_ 
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Seri ptures? And it is well known 


: the- Bible has not been ſo long as | 


two centuries tranſlated into Iriſh; . 
for in Earſe, it has not yet appear- 
ed: and the genuine Oſſian, 


Mr. Macpherſon himſelf acknow- 
ledgeth to have been totally igno- 
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Another powerful objection t 


the genuineneſs of Offian is, that, 


excepting a few names, all the cha- 
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racters in that poem are the crea- 
tion of the tranſlator 3 and are not 
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at all known in the popular tales 
of the Highlands. Swaran is ne- 
ver once mentioned; but Magnus, 
a more modern name, is repre- 
ſented as engaging Fingal, who 
is a real but ancient captain. No 
ſuch kingdom as Morven was ; 
ever known in the weſt of : Scot-1 
land. The name Morven, al- 
though at home it is called - 
rairna, ſounds: well, and, for no 
other reaſon, ſuited the author's. 
plan, though it is never once ; 
mentioned in any oß their tales 
or ſongs. The diſtrict known at 
ee oR 553042 5:81 
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part of the pariſn of that name. 


— Selma is not at all known in 
Scotland. When 1 aſked, and 
particularly thoſe who were poſ- 


ſeſſod of any poetry, ſongs, or 
not knon by the name of Fingal 
was an Aiſhman, if a man; for 


they ſometimes thought him a gi- 


ant, and that he lived in Ireland, 


and ſometimes came over to hunt 


— 


in the Highlands, This is the 
univerſal voice of all the High- 


 landers, excepting thoſe who are 


poſſeſſed 


the third RY y, who ſignalized 
Himſelf againſt the northern in- 


4 


abilities 


ledge to peruſe the work of Mr. 


Macpherſon, and are taught by 


8 to ſupport an idle con- 
The truth is, this Fingal is no- 
more 8 as hath often already 
been obſerved, an Iriſn chief f 


vaders of thoſe days, and, being 
made captain, or chief command 0 
er of an army or militia, neceſſa- | 


5 ry to be kept under arms for | ſome 


years 5 


- 5 
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e andthe. k and Scotch 


Celts ws one and the ſame peo- 


Be; had accafion, at different | 


times, to paſs over to Scotland, 
where he was Joined by the na- 


tives, for the mutual defence of 
both countries. Like a true 


Seotchman, i in order to make his 
compoſition more acceptable to his 
countrymen, Bar. Macpherſon 


_ changes the name of Fionn Mac 
Cumhal, the Irif } nan, into Fin- 


gal * Which, indeed ſounds much 
better, and ſets, him up, a Scotch 
king over the ideal kingdom of 


Morven, 


: 2 


e 
Motven, in the weſt of Scotland. 
for the FRO if hb had BY 

-* lowed him to be an Iriſhman, and 


made Morven an Iriſh- kingdom, 
as well as make Ireland the Scene 


— 
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of his battles: but, as he muſt 
need make the hero of an epie 
poem a great character, it was too 
| great honour for any other coun- 
try but Scotland to have given 
dirth to ſo conſiderable a perſon- 
e. —All the authentic hiſtories 
| of Ireland give a full account of 
Fingal or F. 10nn Mac Cumhal's 


actions; 
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Keating, or any 
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| tat coungy, vil ga the mater. © 
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Cbronicon Seatorum, from which 

the liſt of the Sooteh kings is ta--P 
7208 225 ken, and t x 

be ſeen in the H des, there. is 

nat one ſyllable faid af ach a bi. 
name as Fingal. A man ſo thirſty 
after fame, would ſurely court an 
opportunity of m 
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temporary Romans, who certainly 
Eu : would 
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world not fail to make mention 

of ſo great a a hero. We will rea- 
diy grant, that part of the con- 

a teſts in Irehand, and the war With 
Lochlin, is founded in hiſtöry, 
bebauſe all the annals of Ireland 
have handed it down to us 5 but 

the author, in order to ſerve” his 
purpoſe, wreſts facts as they may 
beſt ſerve his end, and, appre- 


henſive of a future detection, la- 


bours with great zeal to deftroy 
Mo" credit of all Iriſh hiſtory, and 5 
With a few bold ſtrokes of fis 
pen, obliterate all the Celtic karn- 


ing 
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ing ever known any where, in or- 


der to make way for a new ſyſtem 
of Celtic emigration and Hebridian 


and Fingalian hiſtory, in the in- 
troduction to the hiſtory « of Great 
Britain and Ireland, of which no- | 
thing was ever heard before. 
This book was inen on pur- 
poſe to ſupport the impoſture of 


Fingal. | 


Wbilſt 1 thus freely ſpeak my 


fort ments (for I have had acceſs 
to know and underſtand the lan- 
guage as well as any may living ; ; 


having 
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having beſtowed more labour and 
expenſe upon it than all that went 
before me) 1 am not ignorant of 
doing what may, though innodent⸗ 
ly, incur mot only the diſpleaſure, 
but the reſentment of ſome of my 
compatriots, as derogating much 1 
from their ſuppoſed national ho- 
nour. I profeſs myſelf to be an 


enquirer after truth; and, as the 


ſubject in hand is a literary topic, 
in itſelf of little importance, it 
may be diſcuſſed without giving 
reaſonable offence to the ſenſible, 
liberal, and diſcerning part of my 


country- 
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approbation, I ſhall feel little anx- 


iety from the apprehenſion of the 
malignant virulence and perſonali- 
ties that may iſſue from the illibe- 
ral few. I never yet could diſ- 
ſemble, nor perſonate an hypo- 
erite ; truth has always been dear- 


ö *, * 
er to me than my country; nor 


ſhall I ever ſupport an ideal 


national honour founded on an 


impoſture, though it were to my 


4 hindrance.—I can ſhew Dr. John-. 
ſon that there is one Scotchman 
_ + who loves truth better than his 


country, 
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ot 453 that I. am a furty 
enough moralift to declare it, 
though it ſhould mortify my Cale- | 
donian vanity. I would therefore 
wiſh to be conſidered as a perſon | 
who, though I have as much of 
the amor patriæ as I think is a 4 
virtue, and though J. have the 
; COTE to mention the immortal. 

name of Doctor Johnſon amongſt 
my friends, and have no quarrel, 
with Mr. Macpherſon, unbiaſſed 
and uninfluenced. Beſides, Lam 


a 


ſire Mr. | Macpherſon- no longer 
wiſhes the world ſhould think the 
* E poems 


i. 8 : 3 'F E . n 
poems any thing but his own” 

manufacture; for to me he has 

oftener than once obſerved, it 


was more creditable to be an 
| author than a tranſlator,” —T 
would deſpiſe myſelf, ie Fei 
ble of ſupporting an untruth for 
the friendſhip of any man, or of 
b | overturning} it, were it in my pow- | 
| er, if I had a grudge againſt ano- 
ther. But, as this is not the caſe, |} 
the public may look upon me as 
under no bias whatſoever, influ- 
enced by no: partiality, nor afraid 
to tell the truth. I think proper to 
4 | ſpeak 


19.7 


ſpeak in this clear and open man- 
ner, and prefix my name, becauſe 
I know that ſome men imagine 
there is no moral turpitude in 
anonymouſly publiſhing one thing 
im a pamphlet, whilſt they think 
and believe the contrary.— But to 
reſume my fubject : The author 
of the Diſſertation, after fome ele- 
gant criticifin on the poem; oon 
| duds with obſerving, © that al- 
«though he underſtands not the. 
«original, yet the tran/lator i cems 
to have been animated with no 
« {mall portion of Oſſian's ſpirit.” 

| E 2 
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— believe the whole of Offian' $ ſpi- 


ut; for no tranſlation was ever well 


done, at leaſt equal to the original. 
This is ſaid by Mr. Macpherſon 
himſelf to be literal; and Dr. Blair 
ſays, it is animated with. a great 


portion of Offian's ſpirit. Is not 


this a ſtrong argument it is no tran- 
{lation ? and the Doctor, how ſtre- 


nuoufly ſoever he has endeayoured 


to- make them appear authentic, 


muſt have known better; for ſome 


ſay it is the promiſcuous producti- 
on of. the Doctor and Mr. Mac- 
\pherſon, | 


* N 
bee An Diſſ. of De. ial, 
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„ebene I have done with internal | 
evid ence, I muſt take notice of 
what has been faid by Mr. Smith, 
in a late diſſertation on the genu- 
ineneſs of Offian's poems. This 
gentleman, although a man of great 
modeſty and worth, yet, warmed 
by national zeal to ſecure the ho- 
nour of an ancient Oſſian to the 
Highlands, and rip the brow of 
the modern one of thoſe: laurels 
he will one day, in ſpite of all their 

„ efforts, 
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efforts, claim as his own, avails 
himſelf of the ignorance of the 


world concerning the hiſtory of 
the Highlands in remote ages, 
and would have us recei ve conjec- 
tures for facts; well knowing, that 
as we are more ignorant of theſe 


times, there is greater latitude for 
ever, drawn from conjecture, are 


vague, and will be received as 
truths only by thoſe who - with 
them true. He, in his Diftertation, 
puts us off with giving us a pretty 
account of the ces of muſic on 

the 


* 


— 


the human mind in former times; 


as if there was no ſuch thing in 


our own | days, as ſeeing any - 
emotions produced by it. I can 
tell Mr. Smith, that J have often 
ſeen many weep to muſic; and for- 
got 1 did fo myſelf, until I diſ- 
covered it by the humber of my 
tears. The tears Gf Joy ard for. 
y ure equafy at the coititriand of ©, 
muß. Human mature, by „ 


— may be ſomewhat va- 
ried, but will, in general, continue 
always the ſame. Mr. Smith has 
thrown no new light on this con- 
. BN + trover- 


Fu} 

troverſy; but only weakened it, 
by idly adding to the number of 
diſſertations that avail nothing. 


I with he had taken-up a ſubjet 
more worthy his labour. 


| Ate one time b be talks of the « age | 
of. Fingal as an age of hunting, as 
| beſt ſuits his purpoſe; at another, 


arts, civilization, and commerce. 


The only buſineſs of men was 
Li) hunting the women wove the 
robe for their love.” People will 
do and ſey much, and often more 
than 


K 


belief of what they themſelves 


to be able himſelf to give an ac- 


pM ] 


than 18 true, to enforce the 


to eſtabliſh. All me 5817806. 

are not alike creduleus. An en- 
quirer after truth, always expects 
evidence before he gives his aſſent 


to a propoſition; and, in order 


count of the faith that is in him 
will never believe as true, upon 


conjeQural and probable evidence; 
that which facts alone muſt prove. 
Fhat the queſtion in hand is of i, M 


that nature, is evident : yet it is Þ 
very different with the friends of _ "I 
| Ec;  Offian: 
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Offian: they wiſh the world to be- 
lieve, for the honour of their coun- 


try, becauſe. Mr, Macpherſon 
nade Fingal a Scotch, and not an 
Iziſh an. 


Mr. Smith then tells the names 
and reſidence of men in his neigh- 
bourhood, $6 whom he has heard, : 


| 14 for andy together, repeatancient 


poems, many of them Offian's ;” 


but has not given us one line of 
them as a fact in his Diſſertation; 


nor, were 1 to call on him to pro- 
duce the Galic of any forty 


h nes, 


Fn 1 


| lines, in eithes! Fingal or Jem 


he could not produce them, 


have been contrived : —the man 


| had died of a fever, or had emi- | 


grated to America. Some ſuch 
miſchance, notwithſtanding all 


their diſſertations and ' noiſe, has. 
befallen the whole of them; for 
all the Highlands has not yet been 
able to ſhew three lines, excepting 
thoſe Mr. Macpherſon publiſhed 
as a ſpecimen, and which; in rea- 
lity, is his own. tranſlation. If 


Mex believe themſelves, let them _ 


enjoy 


y: i 


4 6 1 


enjoy it, and not attempt to bull 
the world. into a belief of that for 


which no ſort of evidence has * | 
been Ra 

s "He *% Dn - Mr. Macpherſon 
&« has always been readieſt to ſhew 
« hi IS originals to the beſt judges.” 

Mr. Macpherſon often 
promiſed me a fight of them.— I 

believe, without vanity, I may 
ſay I underſtand the Galic as well 


I deny it. 


as any man living; for I wrote a 
Grammar and Di ctionary of it; and 
yet, although he appointed, at 
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leaſt at fix different times, a day 
for ſhowing them to me, and J as 


often waited upon him, there was 
always ſome apology made: the 
manuſcripts were at his houſe in 
the country; or miſlaid; or the 
key loſt; or I ſhould ſee them ſom © 

other time. Why did he promiſe 

to ſhew them? And, ſince he pro- 

miſed, why. not ſhew ſome? Let 
the public draw inferences, 'This 

is true; let Mr. Macpherſon con- 
tradict it, if he can. Mr. Smith 
talks alſo of MSS: that contain 
theſe poems Why apply fo - 


earneſtly _ 


L 86 1 

earneſtly to the avthbr for an edi 
tion, if they have them in theſe 
MSS.: of their own? For a com- 
mittee of the Highland Society 
has waited on Mr. Macpherſon, 
10 requeſt the original ſhould be 
printed. — But alas | not one line 
has yet been ſeen, excepting what 


r & g 
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the tranſlator has made. 

Profeſſor Macleod, of Glaſgow, | 
is mentioned as a perſon who was 
allowed to compare ſome. books of 
the original with the tranflati- 
on; and yet, in a converſation 
n with 


2 87 7 x” 
Sowa at London; who pro- 
miſed to purchaſe any num: 
ber f lines, not under fix, at 
- the, rate of 25, Gd. each. word, he 
could neither repeat a ſyllable, nor 
undertake to procure from Mix 
Maepherſon, although then in 
town, a ſingle | line. + Thus fruit- 
leſs hitherto has been every at- 
tempt to diſcover 4 flansa of an 
original, excepting what has been 
tranſlated from the Engliſh, to im- 
pole it as a ſpecimen of an orignal. 
Why not publiſh large extracts 
from thoſe MͤS8. of which the, 


authors 


=. 
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authors of diltertstions ſo mich 


boaſt If they heard formerly, 


and till (as they aver) know men 
that repeat them, why not take 


them down in writing, and pub- 
liſh them Are they afraid that 
the Highland public, Which is ſo 
zialows'toclabliſhithe autheritici: 
ty, will not purchaſe? It cannot 
be believed.—But the reaſon is, 
they are not to be found. 


Mr. Smith mentions Dr. Percy's 
Reliques of Ancient Poetry, in 
which he ſays the Doctor confeſſ- 

e „ 
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eee 
eth that he himſelf heard pieces 
of it recited; and, being compa- : 

red with the ran ſlurion, exactly 

eorreſponded. Dr. Perey does 
not underſtand a ſyllable of the 
Earſe, and. therefore oould be no 
judge. The truth is, Dr. Blair, 
and Profeſſor Ferguſon, when 
took care to intꝛoduce a young ſtu- 
dent from the Highlands, who re- 
peated ſome verſes, of which Pro- 
feſſor Ferguſon ſaid ſuch and ſuch 
ſentences in Fingal were the 
tranſtation. Mr. Smith, if he 
x - looks 


1 „ 1 


FROM into. the ſecond ad third 
<= editions of the Reliques, will find 
the obſervation. there no longer; 
and that Dr Perby, bn reflection, 
had zuſt ceaſon to fuſpett that this 
Sy pung ſtuctent had previouſly beef 
taught the part be recited; and 
the lines might as readiby be any 
common Tong, as the original Gf 
Pingal; for they knew. it was im- 
poſſible for an Bnpliſhman to de- 
teck it. This author has annertd 
to his Diſſertations ſome poems, 
aſtribed to new, and hitherto un- 
khown, poets. He confeſſes they 


-” 


are 
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1 * 1 
are in ſome. degree altered from 
what they were when he received 
them.—That © he compared differ- 
ent editions, ſtruck off feveral 

parts that were manifeſtly - ſpus 
= 4 rious, and brought together epi- 
4 ſodes that ſeemed to have a rela- 
tion to one another,” This is 
a moſt excellent pretext for giving 
us a new-poem from a few , 
care to cover the impoſture, by | 
advancing that the current edis 
tions are much adulterated.” 
Dargo is the title of one of his | 

_ poems. 
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poems. There are a very few 


Ranzas of poetry in different parts 
of the Highlands upon this hero 
Dargo. It is of that ſort which 
the author of Fingal would call 
the compoſition of the 15th cen- 
tury.—I have them in my poſleſ- 
ſion; and in a ſmall collection of 
Galio, poems, which I have been 
Preparing (for T alſo was about 
to be a tranſlator!) I have made 
up a ſort of a poem of ſome length 
from theſe: few ſtanzas, entirely 
different from Mr. Smith's, only 
that we both retain the ſame Dargo 


28 


T3 
as our mutual hero. If fale could 
be expected for them, I ſhould 
find it no difficult matter, in my 


notes, to give ſpecimens of the 


original; and I am ſure I would 


avoid giving thoſe I received from 
the people, becauſe they -cannot | 
bear a tranſlation. And indeed 
Mr. Smith gives us not thoſe of 
the old poet, but thoſe he made 
from his Engliſh original; the lo- 
cal phraſeclogy, and the forced 
ſtrain of which, to any diſcerning 


reader, point out the impoſition. : 


In ſhort, Mr. Smith's and my lit- 
5 tle 
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tle poem both retain the fame 


name of Dargo, have received none 
of the incredible and marvellous 


feats of the few original lines, and 


are each of them as different from 


it, and from one another, as, per- 
haps, the ſetmons would be 
which he and I might write” N 


one text. The caſe is tlie ſame 438 


to the reſt of his collection. The 
original is promiſed, if ſubſcribers 


enough appear in ſix months. He- | 


Has done well to limit the time, in” 


order to have it in his power, at 


the NOR of fix months, to 


refuſe 


— 


TT I 


refuſe it, by which means he will 
avoid the labour of tranſlating 


the whole into Earſe. But I hope 


thoſe who are ſo anxious to be in 


poſſeſſion of the original of OMun, 
will not neglect to take Mr. Smith 

at his word. —If, however, the two 

copies do not fit each other better 
than the ſpecimens already e 
us, and if tlie Galic poetry be not 
better, we ſhall not be at a loſs to 
judge which: is the original and 
when it appears, we ſhall'not ne- 


glect pointing out the vulgariſms 
and local phraſeology to the few 
of 


* 
f 
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of his countrymen that are judges: 


of the language. | 


Names are quoted who have; 
given the originals.—Some of thoſe. 
I am acquainted with; and none 
of them (for nobody could be 
more diligent and inquiſitive than 
I have been) could ever produce 
any thing but a few ſcattered fabu- 
lous ſtanzas, ſometimes repreſent- 


ing the heroes as men, at other 


times as giants; ſometimes proba- 


ble, and often marvellous; none of 


which can bear a tranſlation. "i; 


fertile 


— 


fertile genius, however, might ö 


ters, and write a poem in Engliſh, 
Which a Highlander, who loved bir 
coumtiy better» iban Truth, ' might 
make himſelf eaſily believe he had 
frequently heard before. In this 
manner hath been manufactured 
every tranſlation, whether Mr. 
Clarke's, Mr. Macpherſon's, or 
Mr. Smith's, that have hitherto 
1 a 1 0 REEF Ro 
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Mr. Macphail of Lorne, Mr. 
Macalaſter of Tarbert, repeat ſome 
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OR above fables, which hay | 
ſerve: for a text fora man that can 
write in Engliſh. Theſe men 1 


have ſeen: and converſed with; 
and although Ircacd a long time 
to heir recitation of fables, & · L 


5 found nothing worthy of a tranſ- 


Mee without ſuch extenſi ve | 


amendments and embelliſhments, 


as to make it entirely: a new work. ; 
The Reverend Mr. Mac Dermid;/ 


of Glaſgow, is mentioned as well: 


acquainted with the original of Fin- 


— 


— 


8 gal, although ugh he is an. 
9 Oſſian and I be- 


lieve 
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10 area i belief hon mate ork 


the erath of ee eee 
poſing. it. credulous indeed; is 2 
diſreſpect, if not an inſult, 10 
the underſtanding; of the publig 
When rhe propoſitian to be,proved 
5 ja, fact, and not mere ſpęculae 
tion, or matter of opinion, fads 
8 alone, N95 Infernal. evidence, which 
always giys latitud le to conje wre 
and, uncertaintyon both ſides, gag 


be a reaſonable proof; and nothing | 
> 3 - > 


L x60 1 
bes can procure the aſſent of the 

dijfpaſſionate and unbiaſfed mind. 
That competent facts, although | 
frequently challenged and called for, 
have not been hitherto produced 
by the ſupporters of this queſtion, 9 
I can eaſily ſhew. Nor would! 
ever have taken the trouble to ſay ; 
a ſyllable on the ſubject, had the 
partizans of Mr. Macpherſon al- 
lowed the diſpute to die, and let 
the public entertain their own opi- 


nion of the matter. But by falſe- 
hoods to force us into a belief, be- 

| ; 2 f $5 1 N 

cauſe ſuch and ſuch people wiſn 


: 
f — 1 


it, 


E 
it, although no reaſons are given, 


is arrogance, not to be overlooked; 


beſides, this now is the only time 


to aſcertain the truth, whilſt the 
tranſlaor is living, that the origi 


nal, if he has it, may be produe- 


ed, as the only incontrovertible 


evidence. It is this has extracted 


from me theſe obſervations The 


more is written to prove the au- 
OP . 


thentieity, the more clearly the 
impoſture appears; and theſe late 


Remart and D, ifertations, in place | 


of ſupporting,” have only ſnewn 


the” N of F"ttomph 5 © 


[1 
| ſupport a propoſition, which, be 
cauſe. it might bring ſome ideal 17 
credit ta their country, firſt pro- | 
ceeded from Mr. Macpherſon's 
mouth, and Which, though - the 
 tranflator offers no argument, 
they with 10 eſtabliſh. I. hond 
have been as happy as any f my 
countrymen can be, to have it in 
mx power to produce the original, 
and eee, but as not 
fee, dut what Mr. Macpherſon 
has favoured ns with, impoſed as 
® py though actually tranſ- 
„me 


i Seng 8 2 


lated from the original Engliſh, 'F | 


am ſo far a friend to truth, that 1 


cannot permit an impoſition to deſ- | 
oend to poſterity undetected. Had 50 


been ignorant of the Galic, leſs 
- ciedit might be expected to my 


narration of facts; but having 
written a grammatical Analyſis 


nd Dictionary of it, it; may 


be readily believed E-fhould rejoice 
io have it in my power lo praduce 
- the originah of -theife poems tothe 
public, as the Dictiohary and 
0 Grammar might, perhaps, be 
| — alter, to help the curious 
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in forming fore ee the 


* 


| original.” Thus it would be my 


intereſt to ſupport the authentici- 
ty, did T think it honeſt. Nor 
ſhall it appear that L. have been 
indolent, inactive, or uninquiſi- 
tive after information 


ef * 


„„ * * 1 1 Tec : 
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een 1 n 1 ſet out from 
London, for the Highlands: arid 
Hebrides, to collect from ſongs, | 
old ſayings, the voice of the peo- 
ple, and manuſetipts, if there 
ſhould be any, vocables for the 
diQtionary, which I have ſince pub- 
1 4 liſhed. 
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the country. It was my reſolutia | 
on in order to ſatisfy myſelf at 


— leaf” to leave no ſtone unturned, 1 


and be in poſſoſſion of theſe po- 
ems if they exiſted. Not above 
ſeventeen years had elapſed, ſirice 
firſt expedition thither. All the 
Highlanders who repeated poetry, 


believed, had not emigrated, nor 


died; and we have been toldithat 
ſome manuſcripts there were in 
the poſſeſſion of ſome individuals. 

I was elevated with anticipated. 
5 f. acceſs; 3 
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— and it was my intention 
to have ſuperſeded Mr. Maepher- 
fon: b publiſhing an original, 


could it be We e reſolved; 


3 to ſay ſomething on the 


other fide; to convert not only 
Dr. Jehniſon, but the public, by 
taking the affidavits of thoſe who 
recited the poetry, and thoſe who 


witneſſed: it taken down by me in 
writing, and to have theſe facts 
3 properly vouched by the i 


of the pariſhes, and neighbouring : 
juſtices, where ſuch tranſactions - 
| might 


—— in this man- 
— Nay, rhe ori- 
ginal ſignatures of the miniſters 


and juſtioes 1 intended to have had 


bevognize at Edinburgh, and cer- 
timed there by people of conſidera- 
tion, whoſe vouchers of it could 
not be doubted at London. a And 


8 vonfidenk, notwithſtanding 


„ty * hatred of che _ : 


+ Stedit to Highland nar- 
ke ration Oſo commonly beſtowed 
on him by the illiberal, Dr. Jehn- 
Jen Would believe. me; and be 

converted. | 


Many 


f - 
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on Many! mountains I; tin. 
many vallies I explored; and into 
many humble cottages I crept on | 
all four, to interrogate their inha- 
bitants. I wandered from iſland 
to iſland, wet, fatigued, and un- | 
comfortable. No labour I thought 
too much, no expenſe. too great, 
| whilſt 1 flattered. myſelf . with 
converting the di ſbelieving Doctor 


1 Johnſon, recovering ſome of the 


poetry of Oſſian, and ſtripping Mr. 1 
Macpherſon's brow of what I 
then uſed to call them, © ſtolen 
bays ; for I then believed there 
| might 


might; be an originab and that h he | 
rather, , wiſhed to appear. the author | 
than the tramſtalor. As nature, 
when ſhe denies ode ſenſe or fenl- 
yr is commonly bountiful hy giving 


another in uncommon: perfectign, 
I particularly enquired; for the 
blind, who are often bleſt with a 
retentive memory, and. frequently 
find their account in narration. 
1 made many deviations to their 
obſcure retreats; and Was fre- | 
quently engaged in long diſcourſes 
with the blind, the lame and the 
aged. It was ſoon, however, ru- 


moured 


U 
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Motec tr kessse Hüöm nden, 
— ks Majeſty, and 
therefore they ſet u high value on 
What every bite dad khithterto re 
Kivel for nothing; at 1660) fbr a 
fituff of tobaces. Tobaebo, there 
f;ote, and whiſky; were nedeſfiry 
do chear the ſpirits, and rail . 
5 * enchüiſtaſal för reeitation; 
berfides Grab money Tor thekt trol 
ble. When theſe were browght 
from a diſtance, i fo Rruch f ruſt be , 
allowed for che ee thit” was 
ſuppoſed: to be left at home to 
work Sig his ſtead ; a certain price 
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dor his own; recitation, previouſly | 
ſtipulated; tobacco and whiſky, to 
Ye Prepare and exeite recitati Ve. ta- 

cultics ; 3, ſomething to the perſon 2 

— that was ſent for bim; and, .if 
lame or blind, for thoſe that carri- 
ed or conducted him. This, whe! 


ſearches, elſewhere. prevented . MY 


waiting on him at his abode, Thus 2 
I ſpared not labour nor expence 


to procure knowledge; but found 


[ * 1 


myſelf not a little mortified, when 
all they. could repeat was nothi ng 


but a. few, fabulous and marvellous 


verſes; or ſtories concern ng Fionn 
Mac 


1 vis] 
Mac Cumbel. alias Figl, ad 
W. Fiona or followers chafing each 15 
other from iſland © to iſland,” trid- 

Rg from mountain to mountain; 

csg 4 frith at a hop, with 
the help of his ſpear. There was 
Much of 5 inchatitmbnts, | Wirten 
goblins, © incantation rhimes, and 
the ſecond fight. © When I Heard 
thoſe of one country, I heard all: 


for they all repeated i in general the 
ſame ſtories : and when Thad the 
narration of a few, I had every 
thing. ie bowever, did not 
relax my enquiries. I believed 
theſe to be the compoſitions of tbe 
15th 


L ps 1 
1 55 century's and beyond the next 
mountain, in in the next valley, or 
the neighbouring iſland, ſome- 
thing of the genuine O/ian's poetry 
might ha ve remained. I therefore 
ttaverſed and pervaded the whole 
for near ſix months, but to no ni 
poſe, as to Oſſian s poetry z and, 
like every other perſon who at- 
tempts to prove or procure evi- 
dence for the genuineneſs of thoſe 
poems, only diſoovered, that, hy 
a certain . intellectual retrograda- 
tion, E knew leſs, en 
0 heard of it? 1, eee Ba 
— 1 J 


— 


T1, 
In the mean time I did not for- 
Bet MS8.—Since T'could not find 
the poems in the moutlis of the 
people, 1 concluded, if they exiſt- 
ed at all, that Mr. Macpherſon 
muſt have found them in MSS.; 
but as I knew the Earſe was never | 

witten, 1 began tb deſpair anf 
40 denbt-. Some tauld me Tack a 
perſon had a RS. who, upon in- 
terrogation; feat me to another, 
und he to a third, and d on n 
chcle, until at leiigth one told ne 
Mr. Macpherſon had carried them 
I ſaw one, how- 


ever, 


all to London. 


is]. 


ever, in the poſſeſſion of Mr. 


| Macintyre, of Glenace, Argyle- 
ſhire; which 1 is mentioned by Mr. 
Swith, I think, as containing ſome 
poems of Offian. This! is as true 


— 


as the reſt of the ſtory. T he ma- 
nuſcript is on parchment : 1 exa- 
mined 5 it contains only, ſome 


Iriſh: genealogy. It is: witten in 
the Triſh character. dialect, and 


contraction. It is intelligible to 


died the briſh w written, dale, af 
is there one Scotchman 1 could 
ever find out, not, excepting | Mr. 


2 . Macpherſon 


Ei + 
Macpherſon bimtelk, chat can Wa. Fo 

| eypher them ; neither could 1, 
till after much ſtudy, and conſul- 
tation of a variety of keys to the 
reading of Triſh manuſcripts: It 
contains not a line of Offian's J po- 
| etiy;; ir it does, why did not Mr. 
- Stith' tranſcribe it,” and give us 
ſome ſpecimens in his Diſferta- 
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Ati as this fruitleſs en- 
 Yuiry after the gemi Mano po- 
etry, from"which T only learned 
there never had been any, I paſſ- 
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od ver to Ireland, there alſo to 
purſue Oſſian, and other enqui- 
ries. I rummaged, with the con- 
ſent of Dr. Leland, Trinity 


College library examined manu- 


ſcripts—had different perſons, who 


underſtood the character and lan- 
guage, in pay converſed with 
all who might know any ching of 
the matter—and, after all, could 
diſcover no fuch poetry as Mr. Mac- 
pherſon's ; but that the Iriſh! bad 


been more careful than the: High- I 


landers, who committed to writ- 


| | 3 thoſe — 'of ; the 


um 


7 : 


- 
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eee century.” Thoſe; as Mr. | 
Macpherſoi obſerves, are beſt left; | 
in the obſcurity of the original. 
There are, however, conſiderable 
remains of ancient Trith' learning 
in manuſcripts of great antiquity. 
For a lift of theſe, F-refer- the cn- 
rious to Biſhop -Nicholſon's - Iriſh 
Hiſtorical library. Mix im err Us 
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the Iriſh had the-uſe of letters at 
leaſt as eurhy as the time of Oſhan, 
who Was 3 real character, though 
not the . Mr. Maepher- 


ſon' 8 


1 
- ſon's Poems, "Fingal and Temora; 
and ſinoæ it is clear from-anthentic) 
hiſtory, and the conſent of all the: 
people of the Highlands, that: 
Fingal and Offianwere Iriſh how 
comes it neither Oſſian Bhimſelf, 
nor any 5 cotemporary, nor any 
ſucceeding 'bard or - writer, they: 
have been orally reeited; has col. 
lected and commi tted them to 
writing? Are the compoſitions of 
the fifteenth century more worth 
notice than thoſe of che genuine 
ian? And Mr. Macp er n 
i declares, they have been found, ad. 
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few years ago, in the mouths of 
the people. lt is impoſſible, if | 
they ever exiſted, that the bards 
and others, who could write, 
within, theſe three laſt centuries, 
ſhould. not have collected chem. 
Whatever ſongs. and epiſodes Of- 
ſian ſung, did not long 5 ſurvive 
himſelf; and it Was difficult for 
former bards to anticipate the 
compoſi tions of the age of chival- 
ry, unleſs they had as much of 
the ſecond fight as of the portical | 
genius... 36 l tab; T0 


I would 


_—_— 


— 


1 would not wiſh: to appear to 
 derogate from the NY honour and 


| antiquity of Scotland; that can 
never be affected by the loſs af” 


theſe poems 3 but. when ! am con- 


f ſcious, that without "A knowledge 


of Iriſh learning, we can know 


nothing of the Earſe as a tongue, | 
the; Iriſh being the ſtudied lan- 


guage, and the arte only a d- 


tant provincial dialect) I cannot 


but expreſs my aſtoniſhment at 

the opener of any man, who, 

to make way. for the production ; , 1 
-M 1762, would deftroy all the ar- 1 


TINS chives, 
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chives! which the „ Triſh] acknow- 


ledged by all the world to ha ve 


been in the eighth century. the 
moſt learned nation in Europe, 


have been for ages labouring to 


pre uce. When the Highlander 15 


knows nothing of Iriſh learning, 


he knows nothing of himſelf; and 
when Iriſh hiſtory is loft, Highland | 


genealogy | becomes very vague. 


The Iriſh had laws, | way of 
which have come down to our 
own days, written in the ancient 
language. Fordun and Buchanan, 
* ſome centuries back, 

. „ having | 
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2 1568 no ee 1 their own. My 
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origin," received the lit of their 


ancient kings, as recorded in the 3 


- Chron. Scotorum, and other Irim 
. books. The vernacular tongue, | 
| unlike to Scotland and England, 
was the vehicle of their laws, * 
teaching, and pleading: - They 
very early had a regulated church, 
governed by an hierarchy, before 
the liturgy of Rome was received, 
and under their own kings, wha. 
always ſpoke the language of the 
country. When Rome obtained 
the management of ſpiritual af: 


8 fairs, 
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fairs, Greek and Roman learning 


became more common, but through 


the medium of the Galic; for, 


different Avi England, Scotland, 


: and the other ſtates of Europe, 


5 their laws and ſtate-buſineſs were 


not tranſacted in Latin until the 


_ Engliſh, in the reigns of Elizabeth 


and James the Firſt, eſtabliſhed 


that practice. 


Until the Reformation, they had 
all ſorts of ſchools and colleges; 


and it was not until Elizabeth or- 
dered Engliſh to be taught in all 
ſchools, 


Ts ] 


*.c ak. 


ſchools and erected Trinity Cot | 
lege at Dublin, that theſe were ex- 
tinguiſhed. Thither the youth Eõ4 1 
England and other countries, went 
for education; and all the popular 5 
ſtories of the Highlands at this 

. day agree, that. every chieftain 
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went thither for education and the 

uſe of arms, | from:the fourth cen- | 

tury until the Reformation. Ico- 

lumkill was firſt founded by the 
munificence of the Iriſn; and all 1 | 
the abbots and monks belonging | 
to it, one abbot only excepted, 


until its diſſolution, were Iriſh. 
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All the | Highland clergy not only 
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ſtudied but received ordination i in 
Ireland. The clergy of the iſlands 
eſpecially, and thoſe of the weſt- 


ern coaſt, were frequently natives 


of Ireland. 


Hence it happens, 


that all the poetical compoſitions, 
ſtories, fables, &c. of any anti- 
quity, which are repeated in the 
Highlands at this day, are confeſſ. 
edly in the Iriſh Galic. Whatever 
bards exiſted i in the Highlands, re- 
ceived their education at the Iriſh 


academies; aid every flanza that 


is remarkably fine or 'obſcure; is 


full 


ſtill called Gali dboimban E frion- | 
ach, i. e. an Hh 


No argument can be adduced i in 
favour of Highland learning, from 


their ancient laws; for none, ac- 
cording to Mr. Macpherſon him- 


ſelf, ever exiſted, except the wall 
of the chicktain, until, ſome por- 


tial and faint influences of it were 


felt in the reign of the latter 


Jameſes. Private property has 


not been legally aſcertained until 
very lately; for the extent of a 
chief's territory depended on the 
. G 4 number 
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8 number Ant valour * his vallals 


and followers. Hence it is, that 


5 few chieftains at this day can 


-», 


thew charters of any confi derable | 


date. But! can ew, from the N 


| whine of religion, for although 


Earſe was never the vehicle of 
Karhing, and fierce chieftains 
would not ſubmit to c civil govern- 


ment, yet religion, blended with 


— 


ſuperſtition, was in ſome degree 


acknowledged by them, nay, from 


even the ſtile of the pulpit at 


preſent. in the Highlands, and 


the few books of piety they 


"” L na ve 
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Re püflned, that cho I, 
-Galic was the language of law, 
divinity, and Poetry. The com 


mon catechiſm, the Confeſſion of 


Faith, the verſion of the pſalms 
ſung in churches, are written in 
Irin; and the language of the 0 
miniſter when he preacheth, and 


the extemporaneous effuſion of 


the peafint's prayer, border upon 


it. As they received i in the Wes 


lands their knowledge of the 


Chriſtian religion from Fcolumkill * 


and Icolumkill from Ireland, all 


the terms in divinity are immedi- 
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HOT Iſh and in PRE OR parts | 
of the Highlands, at | this day, 
not well underſtood. The Earſe 
: dialect is rather barren of words, | 
havihg never been cultivated and 
the preacher that introduceth any 
idea beyond the Calviniſtic ſyſtem, 
is difficultly underſtood.—It will 
be in vain to reaſon abſtractedly, 
| even on morality ; and the au- 


dience, not only Arangers to the | 
ſentiment, but even to the ex- 


: preflion, cannot always comprę- 
hend the ſpeaker: N 


All 


* 


4 1 31 * "| | 
Al the Scotch hiftorians toge 
ther, have ae be, that Scotland 
received their firſt kings from Ire- : 
_land; and Mr. Macpherſon allows 
F Werle anceſtors. to, have been 
Iriſh. TE he family of Argyle : are J 
Rill ſled. _Sliochd Dbiarmid, 1 
the deſcendants of Dermid, an Iriſh. | 


2 

chief; and Mackenzie and Mac- | ? 
| 

; 

| 


donal are univerſally acknowledg- 
ed, and the Scotch peerage: and He- _ 1 
rald's Office confirm it to be. of 1 = 


Iriſh deſcent. In like manner, all, | 
the conſiderable Highland families | 1 
may be ewa to have ſprung from, 7 ] 
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Br. Blair, "i ſaying much 


| from internal evidence, to prove the 


8 remote. antiquity of Offian' s poems, 


proceeds, i in an Appendix to his 
Diſſertation, to Facts, the 5 
method from which any ſucceſs i in 


eſtabliſhing the authenticity of his 


| favourite poems could be expected. 


E had not,” ſays he, the leaſt 
1 uſpicion, when this Diſſertation 


« was firſt publiſhed, that there 


0 6 was any occaſion for ſupporting | 


w# | thaw 


* 
I 


+ 153 * 
* 
acer "authenticity © as genuine 


'produdtions of the Flightands of | 
8 « Scotland ; as tranſlations from 


Lag 
2 I 


ev © 
89 


« the Galic language, Hot forge £ 
* ries of A ſuppoſed” tranſlatot: "= 
« In Scotland their authenticity 2: 2 
ol was never called | in queſtion.” 'T 
« had myſelf particular reaſon we - A 
& be fully ſatisfied concerning it. 
4 My knowledge of Mr. Mac- 


e pherſon' 8 perſonal honour and 


N 


6c integrity, gave me full affurance * 


of his being incapable of putting 
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* ſuch a groſs impoſition, firſt upon 1 


STS « his _ 
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be 7 bags, 605 then upon the 
0 « public.” —W hatever the DoQor's 
knowledge . of Mr. Macpherſon” 8. 
3; perſonal honour then might be, I 
think he has had reaſon, 15 by, this 
time, to be of a different opinion; z 
for, to uſe the Doctor $ OWN ex- 
preſſion, 0 Mr. Macpherſon has 
not done what he, ought to his 5 
" « friends. and the public. —He, 
certainly promiſed to publiſh, or 
depoſit themin a library; ; neither 
of which has been, and neither 
| will be done. £ 1 
The 


we, The: | ingeniqus, (tranſlator. got 
the Doctor fairly, engaged in a 


ee to which his taſte of 


the. belles lettres greatly inclined 
him, and then left him to battle | 


it as he could. FVV 


Ld 


The Doctor ſays, If the quet: 


« tion had been concerning ma- 


00 nuſcripts brought from ſome 


« diſtant and unknown region 
4 with which we had no inter- 
« + courſe ; or concerning tranſla- 


:66 * tions from an Aſiatic or Ameri- 


can language, Which dare 


1 „ 

FM any body underſtood, ſuſpicions 
6 « might naturally have” ariſen, 
« and an author” s aſſertion bee 
0 * anxiouſly : and ſcrupulouſly 
« weighed : but in caſe of a li- 
« teral tranſlation, profeſſed to be 
OM * given of old traditionary poems 
« of our own country ; ; of Fo 
* aſſerted to be known in the ori- 
cc ginal by many thouſand inha- 
4 bitants of Great Britain, ſuch 


GS extreme acer is altogether 


In this caſe 


*. ol of place.” 
which the Doctor puts, as few 
might underſtand an Aſiatic or 


Ameri- 


EF 
American language; it might be 
59 K very difficult matter entirely to 
ſatisfy the doubts of thoſe who 
thought proper to be infidels ; 
but in the caſe of Oſſian, there 
are numbers in Scotland and Ire- 
land who underſtand the Galic, 


and any reaſonable evidence pro- 


duced, would naturally have its 
due effect. Where is the evi- 
dence ? Is it what it ought to be? 
—When 


the controverſy was new, and the 


Where is the original? - 


poems but juſt. publiſhed, one 
| would think the Editor, from 


views 


Fs 
views of intereſt, regard to his 
country and truth, and from re- 
ſpect to the public, would ſhew 
the original; yet none of theſe 
confiderations had weight, with | 
him. The truth is, he had no 
original to produce, and it was 
tog great trouble to ſit down to 
tranſlate ſo much into Galic. But 
the confidence, notwithfianding, 
with which the authenticity is aſs. 
ſerted, without any evidence, is no 
great degree of modeſty, (Either 
« the author muſt have had the 
influence to engage as confede- 


rates 
f 
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66 rates in the fand all the natives 


« of the Highlands and Iflands, - 
4 Or we ſhould, long ere this time, | 


« have heard their united voice 


« exclaiming, Theſe are not our 


„ poems, nor what we were ac- 
« cuſtomed to hear from our bards, 
** or our fathers,” The anſwer 


to this agrument is very plain 
The Highlanders and Scotch, very 


partial to their country and anti- 
quvities, although the tranſlation 
might differ from what they might 
ha ve heard repeated, would not 


take the n. to detect it, as 


"=. 


even 


ay 
* G 
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even that aekedtion al 1 un- 


derſtood as an argument againſt 

© their genuineneſs. They were 

glad of this new and unknown 
honour; and many of the names 

of the heroes in the poems being 

familiar to their ears, of which they 
had often heard mention made in 
the tales and: fables of the High- : 

lands in their youthful years, and 

in ſome degree, at this day, could 

be eaſily led, by a little « Caledo- 
= man bi gotry,” not only to believe / 


I ITE YET IOC Hy" 
. * 


but to vouch for their being a 


e literal tranſlation of the poems 
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* of Offian, with which they had 


: 6 been familiar i in their infancy.” 
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poſition, though I agree with Doc- 
tor Johnſon, that they had not a 
+ ſettled purpoſe to deceive,” the 
perſons whom Dr. Blair produceth 
as vouchers of the truth of Oſſian, | 
have been led to give in their | 
names, not doubting but Mr. Mac- | 
pherſon would perform his pro- 
miſe to the public of printing them, 


FFF K 


or depoſiting the Galic original in 
ſome library; but both the Dodor, 
who has publiſhed the names, and 3 


9 

] | thoſe | — 
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142 J 
| thoſe who permitted him, have 


been handſomely treated 9 the + 
Dranflator 


855 « But as reaſoning alone i is not 


« apt to make much impreſſion, 


'« where ſuſpicions have been en- | 


2 tertained concerning a matter of 


« fact, it was thought proper to 


- have recourſe to expreſs teſti- 


« monies.” I am glad the Doctor 

and 1 agree with regard to the na- 
: ture of the evidence that in ſuch _ 
a caſe can be indiſputable, which 
is facts. We differ only in this, 
that 


— 


— Dow, | 
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that the Dodtor gives implicit faith 


o- 


to the teſtimony of gentlemen, in 
ſome degree concerned, without 
enquiring into the evidence which - 
they themſelves had for their belief; 

and that I do not give my aſſent to 
+a propoſition upon the teſtimony of 


| any man, however reſpectable, if a 


party concerned, unleſs he give 


reaſonable and convincing evidence 
of his belief, or produce facts that 
are indifputable—The honour of 
the Hi ghlands Was concerned z 

therefore evidence. more convincing. 


than ſignatures and ipſe dixits 
_ ought 


4 744. © 


| ought . to be ſhewn ; 3 eſpecially 


when the nature of the caſe admits 
of it; for the originals are ſaid to 

0 be in the tranſlator's s poſſeſſion, 

: and a i fight of them may be eaſily 

procured. The Doctor, however, 


admits of ſignatures and ipſe dixits 


—— 


as indiſputable; 3 1 refuſe credit _ 
them, and demand a ſight of the 
ori iginal, the manuſcripts they talk 
of, —Much good-nature, a defire 
to befriend Mr. Macpherſon, 
knowledge of his perſonal honour, 
and an enthuſiaſm natural to men 


who are. long 1 to the 
ſtudy 
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Po of the Belles Letters, inſen- 45 


| ſibly led the Doctor to admit of 79 5 


teſtimony Which a man more cir- 
cumſpect would refuſe, and eſpe· 
cially when having ſuch an oppor- 
tunity as he then had of inform- 
ing himſelf better. But what Dr. 
: ab ſays is true: „The peo- 
gr” ple of the Low Countries know 
N as little of the Highlands as the 
* Engliſh themſelves.” 15 185 
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When I travelled in the High- 
lands, I made it my buſineſs to ſee 
as many as reſided in the country, 


: . 
9 I 
" 
* 


_ | of thoſe gentlemen whoſe names 
the Doctor has made uſe of. Mr. | 


Donald Nlacqueen, miniſter. of 


Kilmuir, in the Iſle of Sky, is the 
-_ aſt name who. vouches for Mr. 


Macpherſon 8 tranſlation being a a 
1 literal one, and; that the ori- 


0 ginal was repeated by numbers, 
WD every part of the Highlands.“ 
This is the learned miniſter who 
choſe to be ſilent when interro- 5 
gated on this ſubject by Doctor 
Johnſon ; and although he gave 


his ſignature to Dr. Blair, as a 


voucher for the authenticity, to 
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gt: Mannbedges ket is not 
in poſſeſſion of a line of the origi- 
nals, although long in ſearch of 
them. / He wiſhed to procure me 
55 ſome, but knew not how. He 
knows the compoſitions of of ths. 


5 Fifteenth century as well as others. 
Is it poſſible that ſuch a learned 
- miniſter, reſiding on the very 


| land where the greateſt part of 


the poems are ſaid to have been 
got, who vouched for the-authen- f 
ticity of them ſo ſoon as they were | 


publiſhed, | declared they Were i 
8d body 7 mouth, and, know- 
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_ the WY of 3 Ah "Ra pa- 
per, would not take ſome; at leaſt, | 


of them dovyn in writing to con- 


vince the world? Vet it is a 
b in 1998 this gentleman 
could not produce one line of 
e- Donald Maoleod, mi- > 
niſter of Glenelg, I think, lodged” 
Mr. Macpherſon on his journey. 
He has vouched alſo for the au- 
thenticity; yet though I challeng- 
ed him to produce three lines of 
the original, he could not ſhew 
one. Other rhimes, of little me- 
rit, *. had enou gh. ett? 


E 249 1* 


# 
* 


Mr. Niel Macleod, one of the 
miniſters of Mull, vouched, but 
8 could not, although deſirous of 1 it, 
' favour me with on line. He 
: ſent . for different people, who 
he thought were poſſeſſed of them, 
but they produced only the __ 


jt ſtions of the Ae century. 


£4 > + 


e3 


| Mr, Mac Aue; t to 


the 88th regi iment, is mentioned 


— A 2 3- - 


i alſo ag a voucher... He knows 
7 juſt as much of the poems as his 

abovel brethren. T have converſ ** 

with Mr. Macaulay on the ſubject. 


H. z Lachlan 
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„Lachlan Macpherſon, | of © 


* Strathmaſhie, Eſquire, gives a 


very full ang explicit teſtimony, 


| 2 from particular knowledge, in 
oe the following words: « That ir in 


« the year 1 560, he accompanied 


* M r. Macpherſon during ſome 


« part of his journey through the 
3 5 Highlands, in ſearch of the 
« Pp poems of Offian: that he afſiſt- 
« ed him 1 in collecting them that 
« he took down from oral tradi- 


tion, and tranſcribed from old 
* manuſcripts, by far the greateſt © 


ay - 


0 


part of thoſe pieces Mr. Mac- | 


- 


* * pherſon 8 


/ 


« pherſon has publiſhed : that 
* fince the publication, he has 


carefully compared the tranſa- 


« tion with the copies of the ori- 
* „ Sinuls in his hands, and that he 
+ finds it amazingly literal ! even 
to fuch a degree as often to pre- 
« ſerve the cadence of the Galic ' 
4 verfification.” — If Mr. Mae- | 
pherfon, of Strathmaſhie, | had 

copies of the original in his 


* own: hands,” why not ſhew 


them ? Why did not the Dodor 
aſk them, and depoſit them-in the 


. Advocate s Or Univerſity" 8 library? | 


* 


H4 5 Where 


0 


e are they, now? Mr. Mac- 


phberſon is dead, and his manu- 


It ſeripts, 1 pole they will ſay, 


have been buried with him! It 


were eaſy to ſhew them, if they 
| had them; but every ci ircumſtance 
| confirms the fraud and eat 


| > .Dogor 1 P 


0 


** 


That Sir James Macdonal aſ. 
fured him, that after having 
made, at his deſire, all the enqui- 


. 
pd: 4 


4 


1 a+ 


« ries he could, he entertained no 


doubt of the authentici ty-:. 


2 * 


— 7 


« that be lately heard ſeveral parts 
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"as \reprated! in the origi . 
„Erhis particular muſt have ö 


great weight, as it is well 


*-known how much the judgment 
of Sir James deſerves to be re- 


lied upon, in every thing that 


« relates to literature and taſte.” 
— This particular muſt have 


5 prove the authenticity as a 


- gentleman of Sir James's: learn-- 
ing and taſte would not be ſatiſ- 


fied with hearing lines "_ ö 
but would ſend for Mr. Donald 


Macqueen the learned miniſter of 


Hs - his 


f 1 


„ 
2 — 


dies th Ig * 
his own pariſh, alluded. to by Dr. 
Johnſon, and mentioned above as 
4 voucher, and would have taken , 
down the lines in writing When 
à controverſy was known to be 
on foot, is it not abſurd to * c 
poſe, tliat a gentleman of the firſt 
rate abilities of the age, would he 
eleer ſuch an opportunity of com- 
mitting to writing what might be 
 ſoon-irretrievably loſt? Sir James 
would certainly; if he had heard 
| | them, have ſeen them written, 
535 and ſent them out to _ bd 
to the Doctor, as an i 
KM. . x vertibl 
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„ Deſirous, however? conti- 
nues the Doctor, to ha ve this 1 
traniſlation particularly compar- 
« ed with the oral editions of any 
who had parts of the original 
applied to ſeveral 
BE. make enquiry in their reſpective” 
«. pariſhes .coxcerning ſuch per- 
— 
they rehearſed with the printed 
8 verſion. Accordingly, from Mr. © 


I ) ; N 8 John , 


* 
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. Jobs Macpherſon, miniſter of 
« | Slate, in Sky; Mr. Niel Mac- 


2 Be” leod, miniſter in Mull; Mr. 


1 Maenicol, miniſter in South 33 
55 ist; Mri Donald Macqueen, 

_ -<,,miniſter/ of Kilmuir, in Sky ; 
„and Mr. Donald Macleod, mi- 
« nifter of Glenelg ; I have had 
reports on this head, containing 
diſtinct and explicit teſtimonies 
to almoſt the whole epic, 
«.-poem of Fingal, from beginning 

- 0 to end, and to ſeveral of the 
0 lefler poems, rehearſed in their 


4 ee, and IC by them 
BY, ſelves 


tee ef tell five 
miniſters] know, and waited upon 
them when | I travelled” in that 


country for information! 1 begged! 


their. ia fthnee in procuring a! 


ſmall ſpecimen of Oſſian, which” 
they granted; but in place 
of going to their cables for 
manuſeripts, or copies of them, | 
as J expected, application was 
made to ſome old man, or ſuper- 

| annuated fidler, who repeated over 5 
again the tales of | the fifteenth 


century. 1f this be not true, let 
Ty 


4 188 * 1 85 ” 
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contradict it, and produce the ori- 
ginals if they can. Either the _ 
DoQor,,:or theſe gentlemen, have | 
taken too much liberty with mat- 
| ter of fact; or the one has impoſ- 
ad on the other, and all upon * 
themſelves, by a too great defire) | * 
3 eſtabliſh an impoſture, becauſe 
it brought an ideal honour to the 
Highlands, and that ſome of the 
| names in their popular tales were I 
inſerted. * is very ſingular, that - 
| _— in the Highlands has at- 


e 
4 
; 898 


| if 259 y 15 
2 complete Galic tranſa- 
tion of Macpherſons Fingal and 


Temora. Had it been done twelve 


years ago, it would be no difficult 
matter to ſet it off as the compaſi- 
tion of Oſſian; but now it is too! 


late. In my tour in the Highlands, 5 


a reſpectable miniſter begged 1 


would ſet about a tranſlation of 
Fi and that he and others 
undertake to prove it the 
n of Oſſian, and pra- 
cure affidavits for that purpoſe. 


We need not, therefore, be for- 
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| Wt x 't 266 M | 
| pfized'ts AY Highlaniders -c6nft- 
. dently talk of their having ſeen 
8 and heard them repeated, although 
naone can produce a ſpecimen If 15 


a man ſays he has a gold watch in 
kis ine amt 1 deny it; if he 
has it, is there any thing ne! . 
than Aang me by ſhewing 85 
it? But to perſiſt in affirming that 
bo has it, and publiſhing! diſſerta- 
tions to prove it; to rail and abuſe 5 
all who will not believe him; is 
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Among theſe is a volume, which 


contains ſonie of Oſſtan's po- 
7 ems. - On reading the laſt ſen- | 

: tence, I was overjoyed that the 
* originals of Oſſian were at laſt diſ- 


covered, novwithflanding my own 
bad ſucceſs in meeting with: them. 
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nealogy. We have every reaſon 

55 to believe that this is the vety ma- 


Becket's by Mr. Macpherſon ſome 


time ago, with a view to impoſe - 
it as that of Oſſtan; for I am cre- 
| dibly informed, this very. piece 
was ſent to Mr. Mackenzie by 


8 him. 


— A Sw Mas n 
1 * * F * n 7s N . 2 7 * 
— 2 * | : 
- \ * * 5 
* LI | | 
7 — bx; i. | SG; 
22 | vat . 
1 — 
- " 
Z 2 
; T 66 ENT: * 
- : 2 * - — 
Sf 3 4 b 
| ] * # 
s ; 4 — 


having looked over theſe volum 1 = 


* 


— 


ee A RS 


a. 


Y * p 
625.4 S : 4 &Y 
* 4 4 . , = 8 — F g 2 » = 5 
: . F 4. , . : . i 
** p h . : { * I » 
” 1 0 os. CT v * 4 , . 5 
5 Fx 1 L oh x 
'4 ** e ir 24 „„ IIA... - C1978 BD ; 5 I» 
* pp A - 2, : 
% 1 8 . * 4 
» . * , 
F * % 7 a 
— a 4 N , * 
— 


As the writer of the Remarks 
| ſeems himſelf entirely ignorant of 
theo contents of that manuſcript, be- 
ing a ranger to the Iriſh character 
and contractions, it was vainly” be- 
lieved by him and his partizans, 
that with an old Iriſh manuſcript | 
on genealogy, they might prove 
the originality of Oſſian. I 
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that there is no colluſion; for no- 
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Practical Treatiſe on the Methods of 5 
acquiring ufeful and polite Learning, ; 


By the Rev. VICESIMUS KNOX, A. M. 
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ow" On ſeveral Subjects, 55 
By the Rev. MARTIN SHERLOCK, 
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1 and Verſe, for the Improvement of Youth in 

Reading and Speaking, by WILLIAM 
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| Reſiſtleſs eloquence 
Wielded at will the fierce democracy, | 
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« elegant as the Fine * proceed from is 
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11, — Miſs Sew ER 1065 en i in the poetic 
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